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plexity of the physical and chemical properties of
arsphenamin probably accounts for the complexity
of its biologic reaction resulting for the passage
through the body. Among the most disturbing of
these reactions are the nitritoid or anaphylactoid
symptoms occuring after intravenous injection.
The earlier studies of the anaphylactoid reactions
from arsphenamin cleared up certain, features, but
left the underlying causes untouched. The in-
vestigations of Jean Oliver and his collaborators
lead to the conception that arsphenamine can exist
in the colloidal state temporarily at least, and that
the temporariness of this state is essential to
anaphylactoid reactions. The investigators find
that .arsphenamin has a fairly constant agglutinat-
ing titer for blood corpuscles. The presence of
electrolyte is essential for agglutination. The work
suggests that agglutination by arsphenamin occurs
during the transition stage from its colloidal into
the crystalliodal state in the circulation, and that
stabilization in the colloidal state prevents the
agglutination. From their work they conclude that
there are two phases to the reactions from arsphen-
amin: (1) the early or physical phase, which is con-
cerned with the physical properties of the agent
and results in the corpuscular agglutination with
multiple embolism, the outcome being fatal some-
times, and (2) the later or chemical phase that re-
sults in parenchymatous degeneration of viscera
(kidney and liver), this being due to the action of
the arsenic ions in the usual way. (Journal A. M.
A., March 31, 1923, p. 920.)

Eugenical Sterilization-The history of legislation
in the United States on this subject, according to
the report of the Psychological Laboratory of the
Municipal Court of Chicago, may be summarized as
follows: From March 30, 1905, to January 1, 1922,
fifteen States passed laws providing for sterilization
under specified conditions. On January 1, 1922, the
law last in force in Indiana, Nevada, New Jersey,
Michigan, and Oregon had been declared unconsti-
tutional; the last laws passed in California, Con-
necticut, Iowa, North Dakota, South Dakota, Ne-
braska, Kansas, and Wisconsin had not been tested
in the courts. The New York law of 1912 was re-
pealed in 1920, after two lower courts had declared
it unconstitutional, and while a further appeal was
pending. Of the decisions declaring laws unconstitu-
tional in the first five States mentioned, one was
rendered in 1913, two in 1918, and two in 1921.
Under the laws which have been or are now

operative, 3233 people had undergone operations up
-to January 1, 1921; of these operations, 2558 had
taken place in California and were, in the bulk of
the cases, performed on patients in hospitals for the
*insane and under a law, the constitutionality of
-which had not been tested, though a previous
sterilization law had been held constitutional in
California.-The Survey, March 15, 1923.

Nu Sigma Nu-"The Spirit of California" will be
-the theme of the annual convention. dinner of Nu
Sigma Nu this year. The revels will be held in the
Jinks Room of the Bohemian Club on Thursday
,evening, June 28, at the hour of seven. The cos-
tumes, pastimes, and amusements of the '49 days
will be clearly in evidence, and under the able lead-
ership of Dr. "Jack" Shiels (J. Wilson Shiels) the
western men will show their eastern brethren a
full measure of hospitality and pleasure.
Preliminary announcements have been mailed to

every member in California and a large number of
reservations have been made. If you have not al-
ready done so, will you not attend to this matter
at once for the management must have an accurate
gauge of the local support. Seating arrangements
can be made in advance and certainly no more con-
genial atmosphere will be obtainable than that
which will prevail on this gala night.
Address all communications to H. D. Crall, 1242

A Second Avenue, San Francisco, California.

MEDICAL ECONOMICS
Why not let our advertisers help you?

Alum Rock Sanatorium-Philip King Brown,
George H. Evans and Louis Boonshaft announce
elsewhere in this issue of the Journal the opening
of the new Alum Rock Sanatorium, for the treat-
ment of tuberculosis in all of its forms.

It is pleasing to announce the establishment of
institutions under competent management for the
treatment of tuberculosis; there are too many so-
called tuberculosis sanitariums not adequately pro-
vided with facilities for the treatment of the sick
and not personneled by educated, scientific physi-
cians. The Journal is glad -to include in its ad-
vertising columns the name of this new sanatorium
with those other splendid institutions of similar
character which we have been carrying for some-
time, namely California Sanatorium, Belmont;
Canyon Sanitarium, Redwood City; Colfax Hospital
for the Tuberculous and Colfax School for the
Tuberculous, at Colfax; Dr. King's Sanatorium,
Banning; Oaks Sanitarium, Los Gatos; Pottenger
Sanitarium, Monrovia.
New Metabolic Institute-Elsewhere in this copy

of the Journal the establishment of a new institute
for the treatmnent of' diabetes, nephritis and
nutritional diseases, is announced. The Metabolic
Institute is under the control of Albert H. Rowe
and Caroline Cook Ciffin.
As was to be expected, the public is already be-

ing exploited as a result of the recent discoveries
in connection with the treatment of diabetes in
particular. It is pleasing, therefore, to be able to
announce an institution of this character controlled
by educated ethical physicians. The Journal also
carries in its advertising columns the announce-
ment of a department of this kind at the Santa
Barbara Cottage Hospital, Santa Barbara.
Examination for License to Practice Medicine in

California-Elsewhere in the Journal, the Board of
Medical Examiners of California announces that
there will be a meeting of the board. in Los An-
geles, June 18-21, inclusive, for the purpose of con-
sidering applications and holding examinations for
license to practice in California. All persons in-
terested in any kind of licensure or any other mat-
ter to come before the board should communicate
with Charles B. Pinkham, secretary-treasurer, Flood
Building, San Francisco.

Institutional Laundry Facilities-One of the im-
portant problems of hospital organization and
management is that of the laundry. Many of the
older hospitals did not make provisions for modern
laundry facilities. Unfortunately, some of the
newer hospitals now built or in contemplation seem
to consider that this important service may be
overlooked.
There are at least two splendid laundry machinery

manufacturing concerns and service corporations in
this country, and both of these carry advertising
space in the California State Journal of Medicine-
the Troy Laundry Machinery Company has ap-
peared in our columns for sometime, and we are
pleased to call attention to the new advertisement
of the American Laundry Machinery Company be-
ginning with this issue.
New Surgical Supply House for San Francisco-

Bischoff's Surgical House of Oakland, whose ad-
vertisement has appeared in our advertising
columns for sometime, announce the opening of
Store No. 2, at 422 Sutter Street, San Francisco.
Reid Bros.' New Catalogue-Reid Bros., manu-

facturers and wholesalers of hospital supplies of
San Francisco, have just issued a very attractive
and useful catalogue. This catalogue is a credit to
any business house and will be found valuable and
useful to hospitals everywhere.


